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Porise Hasidism has not, so far, had the benefit of exhaustive research
from the social-historical, the theological or even from the bio-
bibliographical point of view. As a result, this school of Hasidism has
not yet been fully understood. First steps were taken by Dubnow,
Aescoly, Mahler and Rabinowicz,! but none went so far as to produce
a study in depth of the beginnings of Polish Hasidism and its
development as reflected in the teachings of its leaders.

In the generation of the disciples of the Maggid of Mezhirech,
Hasidism split into separate schools. Each of these was to emphasize
different aspects of Hasidic doctrine and of the way of life incumbent
on its adherents, while also generating different patterns of inter-
relationship between the mystical heritage of Hasidism and its social
manifestations. The schools, centred in different geographical regions,
were characterized by the religious inspiration peculiar to' their leaders
and by the extent to which it could be adapted to the cultural and social
circumstances typical of each region. Thus we can discern, at the end of
the 1770s and throughout the 1780s, the emergence of various Hasidic
centres, each taking on a character of its own, all over Eastern Europe.

Hasidism in Poland is generally reckoned to have begun with the
activities of R. Samuel Shmelke Horowitz and R. Elimelech of
Lyzhansk. R. Samuel Shmelke (1726-78), a disciple of the Maggid of
Mezhirech, taught in Sieniawa, in the district of Lwéw in Galicia, from
the beginning of the 1760s to the first third of the 1770s. R. Elimelech
settled in Lyzhansk, in Galicia, in the early 1770s and set up a Hasidic
‘court’ there which functioned until his death in 1787. It appears,
however, that the emergence of Polish Hasidism as a widespread
phenomenon is in great measure due to the work of the disciple of both
these men, R. Jacob Isaac Halevi Horowitz, ‘the Seer of Lublin’.2

R. Jacob Isaac personifies the stage at which new norms were being
established for practical application in the religious renaissance which
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