36607. MORPHOLOGY Prof. Yehuda N. Falk
Spanish Inflectional Classes

1. In Spanish, there are three inflectional classes of regular verbs. Below are the present
tense forms for each of these classes. Set up an inheritance hierarchy for the present
tense in Spanish. (The examples are given in Spanish orthography.)

-ar class -er class -ir class
‘enter’ ‘eat’ ‘write’
1sg  entro como escribo
2sg  entras comes escribes
3sg  entra come escribe
1pl  entramos comemos escribimos
2pl  entréis coméis escribfis’
3pl  entran comen escriben
2. Now set up inheritance hierarchies for the past tense (pretérito). In addition to the three

inflectional classes above, consider the most common pattern for irregular verbs.
(Ignore differences in stress patterns, as indicated by accent marks.)

-ar class -er class -ir class irregular class
‘enter’ ‘eat’ ‘write’ ‘know’

1sg  entré comi escribi supe

2sg  entraste comiste escribiste supiste

3sg  entrd comid escribid supo

1pl  entramos comimos escribimos supimos

2pl  entrasteis comisteis escribisteis supisteis

3pl  entraron comieron escribieron supieron
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The actual form is escribis.



