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Articulator Features, p. 1

Tip/Blade
[coronal]P

Soft Palate (Velum)
[±nasal]
  [+nas]: open
  [−nas]: closed

Vocal cords
[±voice]
   [+voice]: allow vibration
   [−voice]: don’t allow vibration
[±spread glottis] (or [±aspirated])
[±constricted glottis]

Tongue Body
[dorsal]PLower Lip

[labial]P

These are the basic features. Each of the three “place” features is present if the relevant
articulator is active. The specific action of the articulator is described by further features,
which are said to be dependent on the main features. The important dependent features are
shown on p. 2.
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Articulator Features, p. 2

[+low]

[+back]

[+high]

[−anterior]
[+anterior]

[−low]

[dorsal]P
[coronal]P

[−back]
[−high]

[labial]P [+round]
Any other lip
gesture:
[−round]

Dorsal sounds and features:

[−bk] [+bk]

+ 
 − 

hi

lo

high front vowels
palatal consonants

high back vowels
velar consonants

− 
 − 

hi

lo

mid front vowels
no consonants

mid back vowels
uvular consonants

− 
 + 

hi

lo

low front vowels
no consonants

low back vowels
pharyngeal consonants

+ 
 + 

hi

lo
impossible articulation


