
36602. PHONOLOGY Prof. Yehuda N. Falk

Some English Phonology
Nasals

1. Notice what nasal consonants can appear at the beginning of a word in English:
[nuwn]
[muwn]

*[ňuwn]
*[ñuwn]
*[uwn]

What does this tell us the nasal phonemes of English are?

2. What happens when a nasal is followed by a stop?
[lmp] *[lmt] *[lmč] *[lmk]

*[lnp] [lnt] *[lnč] *[lnk]
*[lňp] *[lňt] [lňč] *[lňk]
*[lp] *[lt] *[lč] [lk]

3. There are no words in English ending in […]. On the other hand, there are words
ending in […], even though English does not appear to have a phoneme //. (If it did,
we would have to explain the unusual fact that there are no words beginning with [].)
How can we account for these facts?

4. Give the phonological derivation of the word king [k].

Palatalization

1. Notice what happens when an alveolar obstruent is followed by /y/:
digestion /day ̌st+yn/ [day ̌sčn]
presidential /przdnt+yæl/ [przdnč l]
habitual /hæbt+yuæl/ [hbčul]
artificial /artfs+yæl/ [artfš l]
sensual /sns+yuæl/ [snšul]
Don’t you /downt yu/ [downč]
I bet you  /ay bt yu/ [aybč]

Formulate the rule responsible for the change.

2. What happens to the /y/ that triggers the palatalization of the alveolars? Formulate the
rule.

3. What order do these two rules apply in?

4. Now notice what happens when the /y/ that triggers palatalization is followed by a
stressed vowel.
artificiality /artfs+yæl+ti/ [artifišiiiiǽlti]
presidentiality /przdnt+yæl+ti/ [przdnčiiiiǽlti]

State the rule. How is it ordered relative to the two other rules?


