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Natural Classes

from Morris Halle and G. N. Clements (1983) Problem Book in Phonology: A Workbook for Introductory Courses in Linguistics and in Modern Phonology. MIT Press.

The following charts show the phoneme inventory of some language.

Each circle or box in the charts encloses a natural class. Describe each of these natural classes
in terms of features. Use the minimum specification necessary for defining each class in this
language.

a.

i ü ̇ u          

e ö  o

æ ̈ a 

b.

p t k          

b d 

f  s š x

m n  

l

r


