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from Morris Halle, and G. N. Clements (1983) Problem Book in Phonology: A Workbook for Introductory Courses in Linguistics and Modern Phonology.
Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press.

The following forms illustrate a regular pattern of singular and plural formation in Swabhili.

singular  plural underlyingrepresentation
A. 1.  ‘piece’ ubale mbale
2. ‘nut-grass’ udago ndago
3. ‘beer’ ugimbi  ngimbi
4.  ‘passage-way’ ujia njia
5. ‘abulging’ upaja phaja (also mapaja)
6.  ‘(type of) knife’ upamba phamba
7. ‘guardianship’ utunzo  thunzo (also matunzo)
8. ‘stringofbeads’ wutunda  thunda
9. ‘acry ukelele  kbelele (also makelele)
10. ‘porch’ ukumbi  khumbi
11. ‘aburning’ ucoma &homa (also macoma)
12. ‘smallintestine’ ucango  Cchapgo
13. ‘imitation’ ufuasi fuasi (also mafuasi)
14. ‘seashore’ ufuko fuko
15. ‘night’ usiku siku (also masiku)
16. ‘(type of) powder’ usira sira
17. ‘sewing’ usono Sono (also masono)
18. ‘bead’ uSanga  Sapga
19. ‘sky, heaven’ uwingu  mbinggu
20. ‘duality’ uwili mbili
21. ‘tongue’ ulimi ndimi
22. ‘length, distance’ urefu ndefu
23.  ‘throat’ umio mio
24. ‘song’ wimbo  nimbo
25. ‘razor’ wembe  nembe
26. ‘time’ wakati  nakati
27. ‘eyebrow’ usi nusi
B. Additional data, illustrating another pattern of singular and plural formation.
28. ‘axe’ Soka masoka
29. ‘fruit’ tunda matunda
30. ‘safe’ kasa makasa
1. What are the underlying forms of the noun stems in Part A? List them in the chart. (If

there is a consonant alternation, use the other words to help you figure out the
underlying form.)
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2. What is the underlying form of the singular prefix in Part A? What rule determines its
phonetic form?

3. Consider the following choices for the underlying representation of the plural prefix
in Part A: /n-/; /n-/; 8. Which choice can be defended on the basis of the simplicity of
the description and the naturalness of the rule(s) required to describe the alternation?

4, State the simplest set of rules required to account for all surface forms, and determine
the order in which they apply.

5. Give derivations for ‘piece’, ‘string of beads’, ‘sea shore’, and ‘tongue’ in the singular
and plural (8 forms in all).

Swahili (or Kiswahili) is a Bantu language used as a lingua franca in East Africa. It is an official language of Tanzania and Kenya.



