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AnatolianAnatolianAnatolianAnatolian

Hittite
Albanian

Armenian

SlavicSlavicSlavicSlavic
(or SlavonicSlavonicSlavonicSlavonic)

WestWestWestWest

Czech
Polish

EastEastEastEast

Russian

SouthSouthSouthSouth

Old Church Slavonic
Serbo-Croatian

Macedonian
Bulgarian

BalticBalticBalticBaltic

Lithuanian
Latvian

CelticCelticCelticCeltic

Welsh
Greek

The Baltic and Slavic
languages might be-
long together as a
Balto-Slavic branch.

� � �

Nostratic/EurasiaticNostratic/EurasiaticNostratic/EurasiaticNostratic/Eurasiatic �

Indo-EuropeanIndo-EuropeanIndo-EuropeanIndo-European

GermanicGermanicGermanicGermanic

          East          East          East          East WestWestWestWest NorthNorthNorthNorth
(Scandinavian)(Scandinavian)(Scandinavian)(Scandinavian)

                Frisian                   German

                Dutch                    Yiddish

ENGLISHENGLISH Italic

RomanceRomanceRomanceRomance
(descendants

of Latin)

Catalan
Italian
French
Spanish

Portuguese
Romanian

…

Indo-IranianIndo-IranianIndo-IranianIndo-Iranian

IndicIndicIndicIndic

Sanskrit
Hindi-Urdu

Marathi
Punjabi

Sinhalese

IranianIranianIranianIranian

Persian (Farsi)
Tajik

Eshtehardi
Roshani
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The chart on the previous page shows the genetic relations between English and other languages mentioned in the textbook. The remainder of this handout shows
other language families and languages. A few explanatory comments:

Î No attempt has been made here to be all-inclusive. The languages here are primarily those in the textbook. A few others of interest have also been
included, such as languages that may come up in the course.

Ï The information given here is essentially that in the textbook’s “Index of Languages.” The textbook simplifies information about internal relations
within language families. The charts on this handout are a little more detailed than the textbook, but not much. For a more detailed view, see the
web site of SIL’s Ethnologue (http://www.ethnologue.com). The textbook has a map showing “Location of Languages Cited.”

Ð As in any field, there are controversial theories in historical linguistics. For example, it is generally agreed that English can be traced back to the
family known as Indo-European (or that it descends from the hypothetical language known today as Proto-Indo-European). However, some
linguists believe that there is evidence relating Proto-Indo-European to other languages, in a larger family called either Nostratic or Eurasiatic.
(For more, see the next page.) However, this is very controversial; most historical linguists reject the Nostratic hypothesis, and believe that,
because of the amount of time that has passed, it is impossible to determine what Indo-European may be related to. Such language families are
marked � to make it clear that their status is controversial. (I have used Ethnologue, which takes a relatively conservative position, as a guide
to which of these larger families are accepted and which are not.) Even more controversial is the Proto-World hypothesis, which claims that there
is evidence that ultimately all languages are related to each other.

Isolates:

Basque (some relate it to CaucasianCaucasianCaucasianCaucasian; note “Ibero-Caucasian” on p. 11 of the textbook)
Burushaski
Ket (Yenisey Ostyak)
Nivkh (Gilyak) (but see p. 3 of this handout)
Sumerian
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Nostratic / EurasiaticNostratic / EurasiaticNostratic / EurasiaticNostratic / Eurasiatic �

NOTE 1: There are different proposals as to the exact group of language families that are part of Nostratic/Eurasiatic.

NOTE 2: The Altaic family is questioned by some, but it is generally accepted.  At one time, it was thought that Uralic and Altaic were closely related to each other,
in a family generally called “Ural-Altaic”, but this is no longer accepted. 

Indo-EuropeanIndo-EuropeanIndo-EuropeanIndo-European

see p. 1

UralicUralicUralicUralic

SamoyedSamoyedSamoyedSamoyedFinno-UgricFinno-UgricFinno-UgricFinno-Ugric

Finnish
Estonian

Hungarian

Chutotko-Chutotko-Chutotko-Chutotko-
KamchatkanKamchatkanKamchatkanKamchatkan

Chukchi Afro-AsiaticAfro-AsiaticAfro-AsiaticAfro-Asiatic

see p. 9Eskimo-AleutEskimo-AleutEskimo-AleutEskimo-Aleut

AleutEskimoEskimoEskimoEskimo

Iñupiaq (Inuit)Iñupiaq (Inuit)Iñupiaq (Inuit)Iñupiaq (Inuit)

Greenlandic
etc.

YupikYupikYupikYupik

Siberian Yupik
etc.

Nivkh
(Gilyak)

DravidianDravidianDravidianDravidian

Kannada
Tamil

Malayalam

AltaicAltaicAltaicAltaic

TungusTungusTungusTungusTurkicTurkicTurkicTurkic

Turkish

Korean-JapaneseKorean-JapaneseKorean-JapaneseKorean-Japanese �

Korean          Japanese

MongolianMongolianMongolianMongolian

Mongolian
Buryat
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AmerindAmerindAmerindAmerind �

The Amerind family is very controversial!  Most scholars of American Indian languages believe that the language families of the New World are unrelated to each
other.  Even more controversial than the Amerind family is the view that it is related to Nostratic/Eurasiatic.

SalishanSalishanSalishanSalishan

AndeanAndeanAndeanAndean �

QuechuanQuechuanQuechuanQuechuan

Imbabura Quechua

AymaranAymaranAymaranAymaran

HokanHokanHokanHokan

…YumanYumanYumanYuman

Diegueño
Mojave

PomoPomoPomoPomo

AlgicAlgicAlgicAlgic

AlgonquianAlgonquianAlgonquianAlgonquian

Fox
Ojibwa

…

Ge-Pano-CaribGe-Pano-CaribGe-Pano-CaribGe-Pano-Carib �

CaribCaribCaribCarib

Hixkaryana

…PanoanPanoanPanoanPanoan

Cashinawa

and
many
others

…

PenutianPenutianPenutianPenutian

Nez Perce
Yokuts (Yawelmani)

IroquoianIroquoianIroquoianIroquoian

Mohwak

MuskogeanMuskogeanMuskogeanMuskogean

Choctaw- Chickasaw

TanoanTanoanTanoanTanoan

S. Tiwa

MayanMayanMayanMayan

Tzotzil
Mam

Uto-AztecanUto-AztecanUto-AztecanUto-Aztecan

Huichol

SiouanSiouanSiouanSiouan

Lakhota
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Malay-Indonesian
Acehnese
Balinese
Palauan

Malagasy
+ languages of the Philippines, such as:

Tagalog
Hanunóo

AustricAustricAustricAustric �

Austro-TaiAustro-TaiAustro-TaiAustro-Tai � Austro-AsiaticAustro-AsiaticAustro-AsiaticAustro-Asiatic

AustronesianAustronesianAustronesianAustronesian Tai-KadaiTai-KadaiTai-KadaiTai-Kadai MundaMundaMundaMunda Mon-KhmerMon-KhmerMon-KhmerMon-Khmer

FormosanFormosanFormosanFormosan Malayo-PolynesianMalayo-PolynesianMalayo-PolynesianMalayo-Polynesian Kam-TaiKam-TaiKam-TaiKam-Tai … Khmer
Vietnamese

WesternWesternWesternWestern Central-EasternCentral-EasternCentral-EasternCentral-Eastern TaiTaiTaiTai …

CentralCentralCentralCentral EasternEasternEasternEastern Thai

… OceanicOceanicOceanicOceanic

MicronesianMicronesianMicronesianMicronesian Central PacificCentral PacificCentral PacificCentral Pacific …

Fijian PolynesianPolynesianPolynesianPolynesian

TongicTongicTongicTongic Nuclear PolynesianNuclear PolynesianNuclear PolynesianNuclear Polynesian

Tongan Hawaiian
Niuean Easter Island (Rapanui)

Samoan
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Arabana
Bayungo
Dhalanji

Diyari
Dyirbal

Gugu Yimidhirr
Gumbainggir

Jiwarli
Kala Lagaw Ya

Kalkatungu
Kayardild

Mbabaram
Pitjantjatjara

Ritharngu
Thargari

Waga-Waga (Wakawaka)
Wangkumara (Wanggumara)

Warlpiri (Walbiri)
Warungu
Yalarnnga

Yidiny

Yindjibarndi

“Papuan” languages (non-Austronesian languages of New Guinea)
Genetic relations are unclear and controversial.

AustralianAustralianAustralianAustralian

Pama-NyunganPama-NyunganPama-NyunganPama-Nyungan Dalabon Malak-Malak Murinypata Wambaya …

Indo-PacificIndo-PacificIndo-PacificIndo-Pacific �

Trans-New GuineaTrans-New GuineaTrans-New GuineaTrans-New Guinea Sepik-RamuSepik-RamuSepik-RamuSepik-Ramu ToricelliToricelliToricelliToricelli …

East New Guinea HighlandsEast New Guinea HighlandsEast New Guinea HighlandsEast New Guinea Highlands … Yimas Arapesh

Gahuku
Hua

Haruai
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CaucasianCaucasianCaucasianCaucasian �

South CaucasianSouth CaucasianSouth CaucasianSouth Caucasian North CaucasianNorth CaucasianNorth CaucasianNorth Caucasian
(Kartvelian)(Kartvelian)(Kartvelian)(Kartvelian)

Georgian Northwest CaucasianNorthwest CaucasianNorthwest CaucasianNorthwest Caucasian North-central CaucasianNorth-central CaucasianNorth-central CaucasianNorth-central Caucasian Northeast CaucasianNortheast CaucasianNortheast CaucasianNortheast Caucasian
(Nakh)(Nakh)(Nakh)(Nakh) (Dagestanian)(Dagestanian)(Dagestanian)(Dagestanian)

Circassian
Tsova Tush (Bats) Lak

Chechen Lezgian
Avar

Sino-TibetanSino-TibetanSino-TibetanSino-Tibetan

ChineseChineseChineseChinese Tibeto-BurmanTibeto-BurmanTibeto-BurmanTibeto-Burman

Mandarin Tibetan
Burmese
Tangut

Manipuri
Lahu

NOTE: This is the division of North Caucasian shown in the textbook. More recently, it has been thought that the Nakh and Dagestanian languages are grouped
together.

Na-DeneNa-DeneNa-DeneNa-Dene

Nuclear Na-DeneNuclear Na-DeneNuclear Na-DeneNuclear Na-Dene Haida

Athabaskan-EyakAthabaskan-EyakAthabaskan-EyakAthabaskan-Eyak Tlingit

Athapascan (Athabaskan)Athapascan (Athabaskan)Athapascan (Athabaskan)Athapascan (Athabaskan) Eyak

Navajo (Navaho)

Very controversially, some believe that the language families on this page are related to each other.
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Niger-CongoNiger-CongoNiger-CongoNiger-Congo

Atlantic-CongoAtlantic-CongoAtlantic-CongoAtlantic-Congo MandeMandeMandeMande KordofanianKordofanianKordofanianKordofanian
(The internal classification (May be part of

is uncertain) Atlantic-Congo)

Adamawa-Adamawa-Adamawa-Adamawa- Benue-CongoBenue-CongoBenue-CongoBenue-Congo GurGurGurGur KruKruKruKru KwaKwaKwaKwa West AtlanticWest AtlanticWest AtlanticWest Atlantic Bambara
UbangiUbangiUbangiUbangi Kpelle

or BantoidBantoidBantoidBantoid … Igbo* Wolof
Adamawa-Adamawa-Adamawa-Adamawa- Ijo* Fula

EasternEasternEasternEastern Yoruba
BantuBantuBantuBantu …

Swahili
Kinyarwanda

Chichea
Kichaga

NOTE ON TERMINOLOGY: The term “Niger-Congo” is sometimes used for the smaller family here labeled “Atlantic-Congo” (often including Mande). When this is done, the larger grouping (here called
“Niger-Congo”) is instead called “Niger-Kordofanian”. This alternative terminology is used in the textbook (see pp. 252–253). The terminology used here is more current.

Other African language families:
KhoisanKhoisanKhoisanKhoisan

Nilo-SaharanNilo-SaharanNilo-SaharanNilo-Saharan (including Songhai)
Afro-AsiaticAfro-AsiaticAfro-AsiaticAfro-Asiatic (see next page)

*The classification of Igbo and Ijo as Kwa is controversial.  Ethnologue
classifies Igbo as a Benue-Congo language and Ijo (and its relatives) as a
separate branch.
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EastEastEastEast

ArabicArabicArabicArabic

Standard Arabic
Arabic dialects

Maltese

AramaicAramaicAramaicAramaic

SouthSouthSouthSouth

EthiopicEthiopicEthiopicEthiopic …

Ge’ez
Amharic
Tigrinya

ChadicChadicChadicChadic

Hausa

CushiticCushiticCushiticCushitic

Somali

BerberBerberBerberBerber
OmoticOmoticOmoticOmotic

EgyptianEgyptianEgyptianEgyptian

� � �

Nostratic/EurasiaticNostratic/EurasiaticNostratic/EurasiaticNostratic/Eurasiatic �

Afro-AsiaticAfro-AsiaticAfro-AsiaticAfro-Asiatic

SemiticSemiticSemiticSemitic

WestWestWestWest

CentralCentralCentralCentral

NorthwestNorthwestNorthwestNorthwest

CanaaniteCanaaniteCanaaniteCanaanite

עבריתעברית

(Moabite)(Phoenician/Punic)


