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Masora and Grammar
Mordechai Breuer

A typical feature of the Masora is that while dealing with details of
spelling and reading traditions, the meaning is ignored. As a result,
even words very far in meaning are combined in the same list, e.g.,
the three occurrences of Y1n are enumerated in the same list, even
though one of them is a proper name. This method has its own
advantages, since it makes possible a wide spectrum of
interpretations, some of which may be unexpected. For example, the
combination of Y9 (‘spoke’ [Gen 21:7]) with Y% (=YY +n ‘from
night’ [Isa 21:11]) fits an interpretation proposed in the Palestinian
Talmud, according to which even the second means ‘spoke.” There
are also semantic-based lists, but such lists, too, may be affected by
the non-semantic-based system. For example, a list which enumerates
various forms that are derived from the root X"a (‘come’) and spelled
without the ’aleph is a semantic-based list, so the inclusion of »17
(‘give’, from the root 1"n) in this list is surprising. It seems that it
was influenced by another list, which enumerates the occurrences of
the form ®»1p. Since this is a non-semantic-based list, and the
meaning is ignored, the inclusion of »a7j in this list is justified.

A Reconsideration of the Saying ‘In Five Verses There Is No 157’
Yochanan Breuer

A saying quoted in some rabbinic sources enumerates five (in some
sources six) biblical verses that contain a word which has no y1on.
The common explanation for 751 is ‘decision’, and the saying is
understood as meaning that in these verses no decision can be taken
as to whether the word in question is related to the preceding or the
following sentence. According to this interpretation, this saying
pertains to the syntactical structure of the text. This led scholars to
try to explain each of the possibilities independently. I suggest that
this saying does not deal with syntax but with interpretation. It can
be shown that in all the enumerated verses the word in question
refers to both the preceding and ensuing verses. Accordingly, this
saying does not reflect a wavering between two possibilities, but
rather a decision that in these five (or six) verses a word refers to
two sentences. According to this interpretation, the word y15n means
‘a connection with only one sentence,” and when we say that a word
has no y15n, it means that it has a connection with both sentences.
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