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Phonetic Symbols, p. 1

The chart on this page is vowels; the one on p. 2 is consonants. For some sounds, more than one symbol
is in use. In such a case, the symbol we will be using in class (which is generally the symbol commonly used
by phonologists, and derives from the American transcriptional tradition) is listed above, and the other
symbol (generally the official symbol of the International Phonetic Alphabet) is listed below.

VOWELS

In each box, the vowel symbol on the left is for an unroundedunroundedunroundedunrounded vowel and the symbol on the right is for a
roundedroundedroundedrounded vowel. Note that, since vowel articulations are points along a continuum, vowel transcriptions
represent ranges of sounds. For this reason, the same symbol sometimes appears in more than one cell of
the table.
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Additional symbols:
nasalized: ˜ (e.g. ã) nonsyllabic  (e.g. i)
long:  (e.g. a) main stress ´ (e.g. á)
extra-short ˘ (e.g. ă) secondary stress ` (e.g. à)

Tones: extra high x̋/ high x́/middle x̄/low x̀/extra low x/rising x̌/falling x̂

CONSONANTS

The symbol on the left is voiceless; the symbol on the right is voiced.
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ẅ 

w

Im
pl

os
iv

e








N
ot

es
:

Î
 O

th
er

 la
te

ra
ls

: v
el

ar
iz

ed
 (

“d
ar

k”
) 

l: 
 

; l
at

er
al

 f
ri

ca
ti

ve
: v

oi
ce

le
ss

 
 v

oi
ce

d 


Ï
 O

th
er

 s
ym

bo
ls

: v
oi

ce
le

ss
 

 (
e.

g.
 n

);
 s

yl
la

bi
c 


 (

e.
g.

 n
);

 a
sp

ir
at

ed
 

 (
e.

g.
 p

)
; e

je
ct

iv
e/

gl
ot

ta
li

ze
d 

 (
e.

g.
 p

)
; u

n
re

le
as

ed
  

(e
.g

. p
)

Ð
 E

m
p

h
at

ic
 

 (
e.

g.
 t

) 
or

 in
 t

h
e 

Se
m

it
ic

 t
ra

n
sc

ri
p

ti
on

al
 t

ra
di

ti
on

 a
 d

ot
 u

n
de

r 
(t

).
Ñ

 In
 t

h
e 

Se
m

it
ic

 t
ra

n
sc

ri
p

ti
on

al
 t

ra
di

ti
on

, t
h

e 
vo

ic
el

es
s 

p
h

ar
yn

ge
al

 f
ri

ca
ti

ve
 is

 s
ym

bo
li

ze
d 

h
Ò

 F
or

 r
-s

ou
n

ds
, w

e 
w

il
l j

u
st

 u
se

 t
h

e 
sy

m
bo

l r
, r

eg
ar

dl
es

s 
of

 t
h

e 
ac

tu
al

 a
rt

ic
u

la
ti

on
. M

or
e 

n
ar

ro
w

 t
ra

n
sc

ri
p

ti
on

s:

B
il

ab
ia

l
La

bi
o-

de
n

ta
l

D
en

ta
l

A
lv

eo
la

r
Pa

la
to

-a
l-

ve
ol

ar
R

et
ro

fl
ex

Pa
la

ta
l

V
el

ar
U

vu
la

r
Ph

ar
yn

ge
al

La
ry

n
ge

al

T
ri

ll
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