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Alexander Yacobson

The Joy of Moral Preaching

Jacqueline Rose, The Question of Zion, Hebrew
translation by Oded Wolkstein, Resling, Tel-Aviv
2007, 203 pages.

Jacqueline Rose's examination and critique of Zionism
in her Question of Zion i1s a mixture of ideological
polemic and psychological — sometimes psychiatric —
analysis of the subject matter — Zionism's founding
fathers, the movement launched by them, and the Israeli
society and state. Zionism's various neuroses and
pathologies, as Rose sees them, stem basically from an
over-reaction, translated into violent, paranoid and self-
righteous nationalism, to the weakness, helplessness
and humiliation of Europe's Jews in the 20th century,
which culminated in the Holocaust; the price for all this
is paid by the Palestinians. Rose's book, according to
the author, examines "one side of the story" of the

Middle-Eastern conflict — the behaviour of the Zionist



side towards its Arab neighbours, mainly the
Palestinians. Rose admits that the Arab and Palestinian
side contributed to the conflict, but this contribution is
left virtually unexamined. What interests the author is
to present a vivid portrait of the tortured Zionist soul,;
the Palestinian soul evidently fails to fascinate her in a
similar way. The result is that the resort to force on the
part of the Zionists is invariably presented as not
merely excessive but pathological. But how can this
claim, legitimate and worthy of examination though it
may be in each particular instance, be actually tested in
the absence of any serious attempt to assess the threats
and dangers faced, as the author freely admits, by the
Zionist and Israeli side in the conflict? The excessive
and pathological character of the use of force by Israel
is, throughout, taken for granted rather than proved. It
is hard to see what moral or analytical value a critique
of this kind can possess. Moreover, the author
repeatedly proves herself ignorant of crucially
important factual details of Zionist and Israeli history.
The Zionist project itself is presented as a wild fantasy,

psychologically understandable against the background



of the Jewish distress in the 20th century but utterly
divorced from reality — something of a hallucination
experienced by people (the founders and leaders of
Zionism) described as either on or beyond the verge of
mental disturbance. But, of course, the alleged
hallucination has, as a matter of fact, come true; this
might be thought to indicate that people like Herzl and
Ben-Gurion were, in many ways, sober realists rather
then wild dreamers trying to impose their fantasies on
the reality. Their actions can be analyzed and criticized,
but putting them on a psychoanalysts' sofa does not
scem to be a wuseful idea. Moreover, moral
condemnation (which, naturally, is Jacqueline Rose's
true purpose) disguised as psychoanalysis is in itself a
rather questionable procedure from the ethical point of

view.
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